Walking in Christ’s Light
Daily Prayer Journal

January 10-15, 2011

Growing our souls is a partnership with Christ.
To enable your soul’s growth, use this material with Christ as your guide.

Next Week’s Sermon

Scripture: Psalm 40:1-11 and John 1:29-34 (NRSV)
(www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+40:1-11) (http://www.devotions.net/bible/00bible.htm)

Theme: God is continually challenging us to sing new songs
Sermon: “Singing God’s New Song”
Question: What new song is God asking me to sing?

MONDAY 1-10-11

Read: John 1:29-42 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=john+1:29-42)

Prayer: God of Surprises, I am shocked that You call me to be a disciple. You must see more potential in me than I do. I
often feel unworthy to come into Your presence, much less do Your work. Thank You for surprising me. Thank You for
offering to me an opportunity to help You build a better world. Amen

Journal Reflection: Jesus invited people to follow him. Some questioned Jesus. Some followed immediately. Some
needed to take time to ponder before following. Some turned away from Jesus and did their own thing. Jesus invites you
into a creative, on-going relationship. Jesus needs you to help him build the kind of world that honors God and is good
for people. Respond to Jesus today and experience God’s joy and peace in your life!

Resolve: 1 will accept Jesus invitation and follow him today and everyday.

TUESDAY 1-11-11

Read: Psalm 40:1-11 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+40:1-11)

Prayer: “O God, who by a star led gentiles to Your Son, mercifully lead us, who know you now by faith, to see the beauty
of Your eternal greatness, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit now
and forever.” Amen (from Prayers and Other Resources,p.43)

Journal Reflection: David, the psalmist, writes of his experience of being in the “slimy pit” and being lifted up by God’s
grace. Think of a time that you fell into such a pit. Remember how the slimy pit felt. Be honest with yourself and
remember how you got into that slimy position! Now, remember how it feels to be out of the pit and on solid ground.
God’s new song is about being lifted up, redeemed, saved, washed clean and set on high ground. People who are
celebrating God’s new life sing God’s new song.

Resolve: 1 will sing God’s new song in my heart today!

WEDNESDAY 1-12-11

Read: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=i+corinthians+1:1-9)

Prayer: Holy Spirit, teach me to pray in such a way that my prayers are meaningful. So often I find myself praying
mechanically. I know my prayer life can be much richer. Teach me, Holy Spirit, to how to pray with a spiritual depth,
with an open mind, and with a humble heart. Amen

Journal Reflection: The Apostle Paul says that Christ calls each person to a special work. We know our calling by being
aware of our passion to help others, by paying attention to our personality, and by recognizing our God given gifts. You
might know your calling, or you might be quite sure that you do not have one. Be aware that Christ calls all people and
gifts everyone for ministry. Pray for discernment of your calling. Pray for courage to accept your calling. Pray for
strength to live out your calling.

Resolve: 1 will accept my call to help build up God’s kingdom.

THURSDAY 1-13-11

Read: Acts 8:26-40 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=acts+8:26-40)

Prayer: Holy Spirit, thank You for leading Philip to bring the Ethiopian, sexually different man into the family of God.
Through Your leadership the Gospel of Christ spread into Africa. Guide me, Holy Spirit into the path of someone
different from myself with whom I can share God’s unconditional love. Amen

Journal Reflection: God could have just saved the Jews. They thought that was what God wanted. However, they were
wrong. God’s salvation vision is for every person in the world regardless of race, religion, economic status, or
educational background. God loves each and every person. This story tells us of God’s desire for us to step out of our
cozy familiar cultural cocoons and share the gospel of Christ with people who are different than ourselves. Even though
such action is fearful, decide today to be a “Philip” in your life today and every day.




Resolve: 1 will be open to opportunities of sharing today.

FRIDAY 1-14-11

Read: John 17:20-26 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=john+17:20-26)

Prayer: Jesus, I want to be one with You just like You are one with the Father. Unity with You is my hearts desire. Yet, I
confess I am afraid that I will lose myself. Guide me, Jesus, into a deeper understanding of Your love that frees me to be
the most creative person I can be. Amen

Journal Reflection: Unity is not uniformity. Unity celebrates the special, and different, nature of each human being.
Unity celebrates the differences and finds in those very differences and opportunity for growth and greater unity. Pray for
unity in Christ’s church worldwide. Pray for your growth to be able to accept, love, and celebrate those members of
Jesus’ family who are very different from yourself.

Resolve: 1 will work for Christ’s kind of unity.

SATURDAY 1-15-11

Read: Tsaiah 49:1-7 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=isaiah+49:1-7)

Prayer: Eternal God, You give me everything! You give me life, and with that gift of life You give everything that makes
life worth living...the gifts of beauty, love, friendship, health, and family. You give me new life through Jesus Christ---
the revelation of Your love in the life he lead, the proclamation of Your truth in the things that he said, and the promise of
eternal life through his resurrection. Thank You God for all Your many gifts to me. Help me, O God, to be a gift to
someone else. Amen

Journal Reflection: The prophet says that his reward is with God. (vs.4) As you observe the people around you, where
are they expecting their reward to come from? One internet saying has God asking the question “Is your road leading to
my home?” Give thanks today that your road and reward are with God. Be aware also, that some of your friends are on a
different road. Pray for them! Ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom to share God’s love with

Resolve: 1 will be a positive witness to God’s love in my life.

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
For Sunday, January 9, 2011’s Sermon

Foundational Scripture: John 4:31-38
(www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=john+4:31-38)

Featured Scripture Reflection: “Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have
not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” (John 4:37-38 NIV)

Opening Icebreaker: What causes you to skip a meal unknowingly?
Scripture Questions

What is the scripture saying?

What are the reasons the disciples are surprised to find Jesus with a woman at the well?
What do you think Jesus means when he talks about spiritual food?

What is so unusual about Jesus being in Samaria?

How does the parable of the harvest apply to the disciples?

How is your life touched?

What is spiritual food for you?

What can you do to celebrate God’s changes?

What can you do to work in God’s harvest?

What do you learn about Jesus from this encounter with the outcast woman?

What is God’s invitation to you?

®  What can Jesus be asking you to do in Chilson’s time of leadership transition?

What can you pray for?

Pray that Chilson Hills will be a joyous, faithful, praying community of God’s resurrection power celebrating The Christ’s
transforming hope and love in the midst of our individual lives, our families, and our church.



