Walking in Christ’s Light
Daily Prayer Journal
January 31- February 5, 2011
Growing our souls is a partnership with Christ.
To enable your soul’s growth, use this material with Christ as your guide.

Next Week’s Sermon
Scripture: Matthew 5:13-20 and Isaiah 58:1-8

(www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=matthew+5:13-20) (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=isaiah+58:1-8)
Theme: God gives each person a passion for a unique ministry

Sermon: “Light and Salt”

Question: What is my ministry passion at this point in my life?

MONDAY 1-31-11

Read: Matthew 5: 13-20 (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=matthew+5:13-20)

Prayer: 1.ord God, I come before You as one of Your wounded children. This world takes shots at me. Sometimes I am
hit and falter. Sometimes I willingly participate in the violence toward others or towards myself. Sometimes I just stand
by and watch. No matter how I choose, Lord God, I end up wounded. Be with me, protect me, heal me, and give me
courage to be one of Your ‘patched up’ children who is willing to be a source of healing for someone else. Amen
Journal Reflection: Choose today to be salt for the world! Add some savory flavor to the world today. Bring God’s
kingdom a day closer because you are one of Christ’s salty people. Allow yourself to be aware of the Holy Spirit’s touch
in your life. Acknowledge who you are and the season of your life. Accept the Holy Spirit’s gifts for ministry. You can
be salt flavoring the world, just listen to the Holy Spirit and be willing to follow the Spirit’s lead.

Resolve: 1 will be Christ’s savory salt person today.

TUESDAY 2-1-11

Read: Isaiah 58:1-9 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=isaiah+58:1-9)

Prayer: Almighty God, there are brief moments when I catch a glimpse of Your majesty. I admit it Lord, I become very
frightened. I quickly turn away. At such moments I recognize my limited, finite condition. Wonderful, Loving God
teach me to enjoy special moments with You. Calm my fears so that I may be one of Your servants to this hurting world.
Grant to me the joy of serving You by sharing Your joy with a hurting world. Amen

Journal Reflection: Isaiah says that God wants us involved in making the world a better place. Be aware today of the
needs of people. With God’s help, Isaiah sees the hungry, the oppressed, the victims of violence, the ill clothed, and the
homeless people of Israel. Isaiah could have said that such people did not exist in Jerusalem. Isaiah opened his eyes and
God showed him. Follow Isaiah’s lead today, and then pray for God’s direction to meet the needs of hurting people.
Resolve: 1 will be one of Christ’s salty people this week.

WEDNESDAY 2-2-11

Read: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=i+corinthians+2:1-12)

Prayer: Holy Spirit, I do not like being embarrassed. I try to cover up the fact that I don’t know something. I put up a
good front. Work within my heart, Spirit, and teach me that being foolish for Jesus sake is spiritual wisdom. Teach me to
listen to You rather than worry about what someone might say. Grant to me the courage to live so strong with You that
others opinions don’t count. Melt my hard shell and let me be free to live within Your power. Amen

Journal Reflection: Notice how much of your life is spent wondering what other people will think. Why not move in the
direction of your concern about others to a focus upon God? Let your referent point be Christ! Remember that the only
opinion about your life that really counts is God’s opinion!

Resolve: 1 am going to please Christ today and forget about all the others.

THURSDAY 2-3-11

Read: Psalm 112:1-9 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+112:1-9)

Prayer: Jesus Christ, You call me to be the salt for the earth. What an awesome responsibility! What a great gift of
confidence in me! On my own, I feel so little, so insignificant in the world’s scheme of things. Yet, You give me the
words of life to share with those who are dying. You trust me to give Your gift of love to people who feel unloved.
Thank You, Jesus for inviting me to be a person who carries Your name and does Your work each day. Amen

Journal Reflection: The psalmist praises a person who walks with God. Such a person finds joy in following God’s
directions. The blessed person is generous, fair, gracious, compassionate, and just. These criteria are good standards by
which to evaluate yourself. Take a few moments today and observe how you related to your family, neighbors, and work
associates. Do you have some changing to do? Seek God’s help to be able to live by God’s standards even in your family.
Resolve: 1 am going to live God’s blessed life so that I can bless others.




FRIDAY 2-4-11

Read: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=i+corinthians+15:1-11)

Prayer: Thank You, God, for not holding my past against me. Thank You for being willing to wipe clean all my mistakes
and failures. Thank You for giving me courage to repair the damage, restore the relationships, and learn from my
mistakes. Thank You for helping me grow to be the person You dream of me becoming. Amen

Journal Reflection: The Apostle Paul relates the first written account of the Jesus’ resurrection in this passage. He also
demonstrates an uncanny ability to see himself clearly. Paul knows he failed God. Paul knows who he is. Paul also
knows that by God’s grace Paul is empowered and impassioned for world changing living. By God’s grace, Paul is salt!
Resolve: 1 will trust in God’s grace to work a salty miracle in me!

SATURDAY 2-5-11

Read: Romans 12:1-8 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=romans+12:1-8)

Prayer: Christ, Lord of my life, I turn to You this day giving thanks for Your great love that continues every moment of
every day of my life. Thank You for trusting me to be involved in Your world changing work. Help me to grow in my
trust, Lord Jesus, so that I can understand that my small efforts at goodness are a part of Your larger design to grow the
world into a better place. Amen

Journal Reflection: You are gifted! Every one of Christ’s followers is gifted with a special way of building up God’s
world. There are no exceptions! If you know your gift, give thanks! If you are uncertain, talk with a spiritual friend. If
you are unaware, begin a process of prayer for discernment. Jesus wants you to be a gifted grower of the world!

Resolve: 1 will be a gifted and salty person for Christ today.

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
For Sunday, January 30, 2011’s Sermon

Foundational Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
(http://www.devotions.net/bible/00bible.htm)

Featured Scripture Reflection: ‘For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (NRSV)

Opening Icebreaker: What are some things you wonder about which may never have an answer (Examples: I
wonder if there is life on other planets. Did Adam have a belly button? What is heaven like?)

Scripture Questions

What is the scripture saying?
Why is Paul writing these words specifically to the Christian church?

e  When Paul writes about “foolishness,” what does he mean?

e Paul writes about God choosing the weak in this world so that the strong are shamed (v. 27), who or what
are the “weak” and who or what are the “strong”?

e What does Paul mean when he refers to the crucified Christ as being a “stumbling block™ (v. 23)?

How is your life touched?

® When you consider your faith, what are some things you believe that seem like foolishness to others?

e What does the cross mean to you? How does the message of the cross come into conflict with some
generally accepted principles in our culture today?

e  What is the world’s definition of strength and wisdom? How does it differ from what Christians believe?

¢ In what ways do you fall short of the human standards of strength and wisdom (v. 26)

What is God’s invitation to you?
* How can the mysteries of your faith bring you joy and comfort rather than fear and anxiety?

What can you pray for?

Pray that God will strengthen your faith as you step out boldly to believe impossible and seemingly ridiculous
things.



