Walking in Christ’s Light
Daily Prayer Journal
October 4-9, 2010
Growing our souls is a partnership with Christ.
To enable your soul’s growth, use this material with Christ as your guide.

Next Week’s Sermon
Scripture: Psalm 66:1-12 and Matthew 6:12,14-15

(www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+66:1-12) (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=matthew+6:12;14-15)
Theme: “Make peace with your past so it won’t screw up the present.”

Sermon: “Praying with Jesus: Forgive us our sins”

Question: How can I do to live forgiven in God’s light?

MONDAY 10-4-10

Read: Luke 17:11-19 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=Iluke+17:11-19)

Prayer: O God, this is the thing I most would hate: to be caught by a pin on a string and some tired old bait. I just don’t
want to be hung up in the past. Rather, may I be caught and held by Your wonderful story freshly told each day. Amen
Journal Reflection: Thank you does not come regularly to Jesus. Only a few people returned to say thank you for the
incredible miracle of physical healing. Where are the rest? Where are you? Life, health, love, gifts, skills, and much
more are God’s gifts to you each day. Do you remember to say thanks? Decide today to live much more thankfully in
relationship to God, your family, and your friends.

Resolve: Thank You, God: A great big THANK YOU today and everyday!

TUESDAY 10-5-10

Read: Jeremiah 29:4-7 (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=jeremiah+29:4-7)

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, sometimes I feel like a foreigner even in my home town. I want to follow You, but sometimes
others look at me as if I am very strange. I weaken sometimes, Lord. That is why I come to You in prayer. Give me
strength for the journey; courage when I am tempted to conform; and hope to overcome my self-doubt and failures. Lord
Jesus Christ give me a willingness to go against the grain, to brave the crowd, and do what I know is right and good.
Amen

Journal Reflection: What do you do when you are a stranger in a foreign land? Make peace and prosper, says the Lord
through the Prophet Isaiah. In a real way, we who seek to follow Jesus’ narrow path live in a foreign land. Consumerism,
secularism, rationalism, and entertainmentism threaten to overwhelm us. What are we to do? Live in God’s peace and let
the Holy Spirit’s abundant life grow us into prosperous people.

Resolve: 1 follow Christ’s narrow path toward eternal prosperity with peace.

WEDNESDAY 10-6-10

Read: 1I Timothy 2:8-15 (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=ii+timothy+2:8-15)

Prayer: Holy Spirit, Comforter and Guide, today is a day I am in need of You. Work within my life to strengthen my
faith. The negative winds of the past blow over me and seek to overwhelm me. Protect me and focus me toward today.
Plant within my heart Your strong harmony of faith. I will sing Your song today, with a little help from You. Amen
Journal Reflection: Do your best to live in relationship with the Risen Christ. This is Paul’s challenge to Timothy and to
us. Such a relationship will mean that we are continually learning from and working with Christ. Decide upon one thing
you and Christ can do today to make your world a better place.

Resolve: With Christ as my partner, [ will get better and better each day.

THURSDAY 10-7-10

Read: Psalm 8 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+8)

Prayer: Some days, Lord, I just want to do what I want to do. I do not care about the world. I think my little sins mean
nothing. After all, I am free to do anything I want. Forgive me, Gracious Lord, when I fall into that irresponsible hole.
Forgive me and throw me a rope so that I can get out of that muddy hole and walk in Your Spirit of responsible freedom
as your partner, steward, and friend. Amen

Journal Reflection: God gave the world to us! Wow, humans are responsible for the world the way it is. God is willing
to partner with us to create a better world. The truth is that God will not over ride our responsibility for creating the
world. Look at your own life. Are you asking God to partner with you in creating each day? If not, why not?

Resolve: 1 am glad for God to be my partner while I create this day.




FRIDAY 10-8-10

Read: Luke 12: 42-48 (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=Iluke+12:42-48)

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for giving me the opportunity to be a steward in Your Kingdom. Thank You for
trusting me with so much. Thank You for allowing me to be responsible for sharing Your love and investing in growing
Your people. I will do my best to be a good manager of Your wealth. Amen

Journal Reflection: The steward of an estate was the foreman or manager of many tasks. The owner gave over the day to
day operations to the steward. If the estate manager was a trustworthy person, then the owner was happy and the estate
prospered. The responsible steward’s agenda was always the owner’s agenda. You are a steward of God’s great riches on
this earth. Everything you have is actually God’s gift to you. Compare your agenda with God’s agenda for the world.
Are you a responsible steward? If not, what is your first step to becoming a trustworthy manager of God’s wealth?
Resolve: 1 will grow to be a responsible manager of God’s wealth.

SATURDAY 10-9-10

Read: Psalm 66:1-12 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+66:1-12)

Prayer: Creator God, You sing creation’s harmony and life continues to be created. Thank You for the many themes
within our world (even the dissonant and discordant ones) that combine together to make one harmonious song. Truly,
You are the great Creator. Truly, You are the One worthy of our praise and thanks. Amen

Journal Reflection: God continues to create. The music of God’s creation activity continues to be sung. God is not far
off and absent from our world. God is present and singing the creation song. The wonderful and joyous news is that God
wants you to join in God’s creation choir. God wants you to participate in the very act of creation. Decide today to be one
of the members of God’s creation choir.

Resolve: 1 will sing with God today.

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS

For Sunday, October 3, 2010’s Sermon

Foundational Scripture: Matthew 6:11
(www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=matthew+6:11)

Featured Scripture Reflection: “Give us this day our daily bread.” (Matthew 6:11 NRSV)

Opening Icebreaker: When in your life have you ever been physically hungry? When have you been spiritually
hungry?
Scripture Questions

What is the scripture saying?

e How do you think the truth shared in John 1:10-14 connects with Jesus’ prayer for today’s bread?

e When you think of Jesus’ proclamation that he came for us to experience God’s abundant life (John 10:10) what does
abundant life mean to you? What do you think Jesus means by abundant life?

e Jesus uses “us” in this prayer. What do you think Jesus means by praying in the plural?

e Bread can have two meanings: physical and spiritual. Which one do you think Jesus meant?

How is your life touched?

¢  What does it mean to you that you belong to the family of God? How does if feel to you when Jesus invites you to
pray: “Give us...”?

e Bread is basic to human life. Jesus proclaims himself to be the bread of life (John 6:35). What do you think Jesus
means by that statement? How does Jesus’ self definition relate to this prayer?

e The definition of the word “daily” in Greek/Aramaic language is unclear. What do you think of Dr. Kenneth Bailey’s
suggestion that word be translated ‘does not run out’?

® One of the great anxieties of human beings is to run out of food. Jesus’ prayer assures us that God will provide for us
as God provided for the people of Israel in the Sinai Desert. (Exodus 16:1-21) When you pray Jesus’ prayer do you
find yourself actually believing that God will provide for your needs? If not, what reasons do you not believe?

What is God’s invitation to you?

e Jesus invites you to pray in community asking for your needs (not wants) to be met. What do you or your family need
this week? Is it actually a need? If so, then ask the entire group to pray with you.
What can you pray for?

Pray that Chilson Hills will be a joyous, faithful, praying community of God’s incredible resurrection power celebrating
Jesus Christ’s transforming hope and love in order to help grow God’s Kingdom on earth.
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