Walking in Christ’s Light
Daily Prayer Journal
November 1-6, 2010
Growing our souls is a partnership with Christ.
To enable your soul’s growth, use this material with Christ as your guide.

Next Week’s Sermon

Scripture: Psalm 98 and Revelation 21:1-8
(www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+98) (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=revelation+21:1-8)

Theme: “However good or bad a situationis, it will change!”
Sermon: “Praying with Jesus: Thine is the Glory”
Question: What can I do to live a life of praise to God?

MONDAY 11-1-10

Read: Proverbs 3:1-10 (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=proverbs+3:1-10)

Prayer: (Prayer from Everett Tilson and Phyllis Cole, Litanies and Other Prayers) O God, Your promise of faithfulness is
well tried; we have tested it time and again. Though sometimes we have delighted in it, we have often distrusted it, defied
it, and deserted it. But our lack of faith can never destroy it. O, Lord, we are foolish; grant us understanding and we will
live Your life. We are timid: grant us courage and we will do Your work. We are broken; grant us healing and we will
love Your Word.” Amen

Journal Reflection: This chapter of Proverbs contains Hebrew parallelism. There are several verses that say the same
thing different ways. Take time to write a proverb that has the same Scriptural meaning but is in your language. Share it
with a friend, post it on Facebook, or send it out over email.

Resolve: 1 will trust in God all day today.

TUESDAY 11-2-10

Read: Daniel 7:1-3,15-18 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=daniel+7:1-3,15-18)

Prayer: Eternal God, forgive me when I lose trust in You and begin to fear. Strengthen me when I become faint of heart
with what I can see and forget that You are in charge of so much that I cannot see. Your hand is at work in so many ways
that are unknowable for me. Eternal God, keep reminding me that Your power is sufficient to defeat any enemy, even
death itself. Amen

Journal Reflection: 1t’s so easy to become frightened by something. We can be afraid of sickness, death, tragedy, pain,
unfaithfulness, or many more. Daniel’s vision was a nightmare. The important learning is that God is more powerful than
anything our imagination can create. Identify one major fear in your life. Now stay in touch with God all day asking God
to cast out your fear and replace it with God’s great love.

Resolve: 1 will focus on God’s powerful love and let go of my fear today.

WEDNESDAY 11-3-10

Read: Luke 6:20-31 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=luke+6:20-31)

Prayer: Loving God, I know that I am too quick to see the faults in others. Help me to see my own mistakes and short
comings just as clearly. Instill in me, Gracious God, the desire to correct my faults and the wisdom to do so. I need your
partnership in this reconstruction exercise. Thank You for being with me each step of the way. Amen

Journal Reflection: In Luke’s Gospel Jesus famous “Sermon on The Mount” is summarized in list form. Look down the
list and find the one teaching that challenges you. Do one thing today that will draw you closer to Jesus words.

Resolve: 1 will become more like Jesus Christ today.

THURSDAY 11-4-10

Read: Psalm 149 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+149)

Prayer: (A prayer from Myanmar) “Father of all, You have called Your church into being in every corner of the world.
We commit to You all pastors and evangelists. Watch over them as they travel and keep them safe. Fire their hearts with
love for You, that they may draw many to You.” Amen

Journal Reflection: “Praise the Lord!” is a familiar theme in the Psalms. After all, the Psalms are the Hebrew hymnbook.
Praise is natural for anyone who reflects on the good gifts of God. Look around today and praise God for life, skills, food,
heat, transportation, shelter, opportunities for ministry, friends and especially family. Be a “praising person” as you go
through today. Perhaps it will carry over to tomorrow!?!

Resolve: 1 will praise God all day today.




FRIDAY 11-5-10

Read: Ephesians 1:11-23 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=ephesians+1:11-23)

Prayer: God of power and might, I tremble before You. I am in awe of You. How can You be so powerful and still love
me? Your power of love is even more mysterious to me than Your power to create the universe. God of power I celebrate
Your power in my life even though I cannot understand or comprehend it. Continue to fill me up so that I may grow with
You to make a difference for You in this world. Amen

Journal Reflection: God’s power is available to you on a daily basis. The key to receiving God’s power is your
willingness to be open to Christ’s presence in your life. Electricity can not flow through a closed circuit. God’s power
cannot flow through a closed heart. Invite God’s power to flow in and through you today. Pray for Christ’s powerful
presence to be in your life. Open every closed door and window in your soul.

Resolve: 1 am open to the power of God being in my life.

SATURDAY 11-6-10

Read: Psalm 119:137-144 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+119:137-144)

Prayer: Holy Spirit, energize me to be able to hear Your voice and follow Your holy words in my daily life. I know Your
teachings are wise. I know that following Your leadership is best. Yet, one distraction after another fills my thoughts.
Give me grace to hear Your loving voice within my soul. Give me strength to actually follow Your teachings today.
Amen

Journal Reflection: Over and over again the Psalmist repeats that God’s teachings are right, trustworthy, tested,
everlasting, true, and a delight. In our search for self-expression it is difficult to consider that God’s teachings might be
better than our own thoughts. Our arrogance leads to major life traumas. Better that we become more like the Psalmist
and appreciate, learn, follow, and love God’s teachings. With an attitude of openness to God’s way, our lives will be
much more victorious. Choose today to follow God’s teaching even if it runs counter to your thinking.

Resolve: 1 will learn to love and follow God’s teachings.

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
For Sunday, October 31, 2010’s Sermon
Foundational Scripture: Acts 11:19-26 (NRSV)

Featured Scripture Reflection: “A Peculiar People” (Acts 11:19-26 NRSV)
Opening Icebreaker: Share one or two things you do or enjoy which might not be considered normal
(Example: “I love the smell of play-dough” or, “I wear sandals in the snow”)

Scripture Questions
What is the scripture saying?
- How was the persecution of the early church a blessing and a curse?
- What compelled some of the early believers to “proclaim” the Lord Jesus and what compelled others to only
speak of it to the Jews?
- Why did the church in Jerusalem send Barnabas to observe the situation in Antioch? When the text says that
Barnabas “saw the grace of God,” what tangible things do you think he observed?
- Why do you think Barnabas selected Saul to help lead the fledgling congregation in Antioch?

How is your life touched?

- Have you ever been treated poorly because you behaved contrary to generally accepted principles or
expectations?

- What risks does one face if they choose to “proclaim” or “tell the good news”?

- What do you think of Flannery O’Connor’s quote (based on John 8:32): “You shall know the truth and the truth
shall make you odd.”

- In general, what do you think an unchurched person thinks of when they hear the term “Christian”? What
characteristics run through their mind? The following text tells how the name “Christian” first came about. With
this account in mind, what should the word “Christian” bring to mind?

What is God’s invitation to you?
- How do you live differently from those around you? What difference does it make to others? Does your faith
compel you to greater isolation or “greater invitation”?
- What makes Chilson Hills Church unique or different? How do you speak of this congregation to others? Would
you feel comfortable inviting others to be a part of this congregation? Why or Why not.

What can you pray for?
- Pray that we would live “peculiar” lives of faith and that our congregation would be fearless in proclaiming our
“peculiar” faith to others through daily, ordinary attempts.




