Walking in Christ’s Light
Daily Prayer Journal
September 13-18, 2010
Growing our souls is a partnership with Christ.
To enable your soul’s growth, use this material with Christ as your guide.

Next Week’s Sermon
Scripture: Psalm 113 and Matthew 6:10a

(www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+113) (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=matthew+6:10a)
Theme: “Believe in Miracles”

Sermon: “Praying with Jesus: May Your Kingdom Come”

Question: What one thing can I do this week to participate in God’s Kingdom?

MONDAY 9-13-10

Read: Luke 16:1-13 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=Iluke+16:1-13)

Prayer: Jesus, You challenge me to live wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove. You also praise the shrewdness of this
dishonest manager. Do You want me to be that different? Do You want me to stand out from the crowd? I am scared of
doing that Jesus. I will need You to walk with me and give me courage. I cannot live as Your disciple without You being
with me. Amen

Journal Reflection: God can be trusted to be merciful even when we are scoundrels. God can be counted on to accept us
even when we are doing something wrong. In this parable of Jesus, we are encouraged to be risky in our Kingdom living.
Shrewd, wise, and harmless are words Jesus uses to describe Kingdom living. Are you playing it safe just hoping to make
it through life without shaking anything or anybody up? Let the Spirit of Jesus fill you up to such an extent that you are
one of God’s risk takers this week.

Resolve: 1 will be courageous in sharing God’s love to someone this week.

TUESDAY 9-14-10

Read: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=jeremiah+8:18:9:1)

Prayer: (A prayer for Uganda) “Wide spaces, O Lord, and rural patterns, sundry peoples and anxious days, as of old in
Galilee when the gospel first was heard in the preaching of Jesus the Christ; look now we pray on your Church in this
land, that the word may be heard, disciples multiplied, evils exorcised and souls healed. Give courage, patience and
strength to all who go out in your name to serve and save their peoples, with whom, praying in that same name, we are
one, even in Jesus our Redeemer.” Amen

Journal Reflection: The prophet Jeremiah prays for the land of Judah. Just like Jeremiah the person from Uganda prays
for Uganda. Each prayer; however, can be universalized for all countries. Jeremiah is in grief over the idolatry of the
people of Judah. As in all grief, he vacillates from one feeling to another. What is your prayer for the United States of
America? You might write it down and share it with one other person today.

Resolve: 1 will pray for my country today.

WEDNESDAY 9-15-10

Read: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=i+timothy+2:1-7)

Prayer: (A prayer from Toyohiko Kagawa of Japan) “I read in a book that a man called Christ went about doing good. It
is very disconcerting to me that I am so easily satisfied with just going about. Amen

Journal Reflection: Paul urges Timothy to be involved in sharing God’s truth and light. Pray that Christ will you’re your
eyes to needs that are around you today. And, then choose a simple, and if possible, anonymous way to share God’s love
and meet someone’s need today.

Resolve: 1 am a “Light Bearer” for God today.

THURSDAY 9-16-10

Read: Psalm 79:1-9 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+79:1-9)

Prayer: There are times, Holy Spirit, when I feel nothing but desolation and loneliness. There are times when I despair
and almost give up hope. Remind me, Holy Spirit, that all people of God have felt this way at one time or another. Teach
me that such feelings are a call to walk in faith. Guide me, Holy Spirit, on the journey of life lived in trust with You.
Amen

Journal Reflection: No one can be “up” all the time. Even the “happy televangelist” have down days. Rather than feel
guilty about feeling down, read the Psalms and find out how often they reflect your very feeling. Take this time of
shadow walking to learn more of Christ Jesus. Use this time to grow in faith based upon trust in God and not your own
feelings.

Resolve: My world may crumble, but I will trust in God.




FRIDAY 9-17-10

Read: Amos 8:4-7 (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=amos+8:4-7)

Prayer: (Prayer from Psalm 139) “Lord, You have examined my heart and know everything about me. You know when I
sit or stand. When far away You know my every thought. You chart the path ahead of me, and tell me where to stop and
rest.” Amen

Journal Reflection: The Lord God will not forget! What a strong and frightening statement this is. The Lord God will
not forget the oppression and abuse of the helpless and homeless of the land. Wow! Wrapped up in my own personal
schedule within my nice suburban cocoon, I rarely remember the outcasts of this culture. God forgive me and energize
me to reach out and do something for someone who is in need today.

Resolve: 1 am Christ’s servant for the world.

SATURDAY 9-18-10

Read: Psalm 113 (www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=psalm+113)

Prayer: Eternal and Blessed God, I praise You for being You. If you never do anything for me personally, I will still
praise You. If I die today, I will praise You. I praise You not because of what You do for me, but because of who You
are. “From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.” Amen

Journal Reflection: Do your best to absent yourself from your prayer today. Just for today, pray for everyone and
everything you can think of except yourself. Praise God for being God! Thank God for all God does for others. Focus
your attention and your prayers upon someone other than yourself and your feelings. At the end of the day, reflect upon
this spiritual exercise. Give yourself time to learn how important it is to just praise and thank God.

Resolve: All for God and none for me today. I praise God completely!

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
Foundational Scripture: Matthew 6:9

Featured Scripture Reflection: “Pray in this way: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.” (Matthew 6:9
NRSV) (www.biblegateway.com/bible ?passage=matthew+6:9)

Opening Icebreaker: What is one good characteristic of your father?

Scripture Questions

What is the scripture saying?

*  What are some implications of Jesus’ use of the word “Father” do address God? He could have used many more aloof
names, but chose “Father”.

e Jesus used the familiar family term, “Abba” to address God. (Kind of like Daddy/Mommy) What implications can
you think of for Jesus’ use of this term?

e In the larger context of the Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew’s Gospel chapters 5-7, Jesus is urging his
disciples to a counter-cultural lifestyle. How does Jesus beginning prayer follow in this tradition?

e Jesus teaches this prayer in the midst of his community, not individually. What does Jesus action mean to us today?

How is your life touched?

e When you think of God as “Father” what comes to your mind?
e (Can you imagine persons who might be turned off by addressing God as “Father”?
e What are some negative pictures of God that are rejected by Jesus when Jesus addressed God as His Father?

What is God’s invitation to you?

e Jesus invites you to pray in community and individually following the phrases and form of His prayer. What one thing
can you do this week that will help improve your prayer life? How can your Lifegroup help you?

What can you pray for?

Pray that Chilson Hills will be a joyous, faithful, praying community of God’s incredible resurrection power celebrating
Jesus Christ’s transforming hope and love in order to change our world for the better!



