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Sunday Schedule: Gentle Spirit Worship 8:30  �   Classes 9:30  �   Main Celebration Service 10:30 

4440 Brighton Road, Howell, MI 48843  �   PO Box 431, Brighton, MI 48116  
ph (810) 227-9596  �   fax (810) 227-9614 

www.chilsonhills.org 
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      Chilson Hills Church 
Living meaningfully �   Learning continually  

Loving unconditionally 
Leaving a legacy of hope 



2 

Gentle Spirit Worship - 8:30 a.m. 
This is an outdoor Garden Service from June 1 to August 31  

(weather permitting) 
 

Educational Opportunities - 9:30 a.m. 
 

Main Celebration Service - 10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School is held during the Sermon 

The two classes include: 2-5 year olds and grades 1-5 
 
 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY CONTACT LINE  
Diana Berry (810) 599-8871 
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The Welcome Guide is a publication by the people of Chilson Hills Church, 4440 Brighton Rd., 
Brighton, Michigan 48116-0431, (810) 227-9596. Information may be provided year round for 
publication; however, for full consideration, information should be delivered six weeks prior to 
the desired printing date. Empowered at the local level, Chilson Hills Church is associated with 

the American Baptist Church, headquartered in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.  
For more information, see www.chilsonhills.org. Created 02-06-2008. Revised 02-26-09. 

 
Editor/Designer: Kathryn Poppy (kpoppy@chilsonhills.org) 

Contributing Editors: Rev. Dr. David Swink, Karen Reames (kreames@chilsonhills.org) 
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Grace is God’s unconditional Love given to you— 
NO STRINGS ATTACHED! 

 

    “Every Member is a Minister.” 
Experience LIVING IN FAITH EVERYDAY  
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Dear Guest, 
 

Chilson is but one part of God’s beloved  
worldwide community. At Chilson, we seek to  
follow God’s vision for us while respecting the  
visions God gives to each church.  

In 1999, we planted a peace pole, close to  
the center of our 12 acres of land, to indicate our 
commitment to living and growing God’s peace. 
We seek peace with God, peace with all Christ fol-
lowers, and peace with the people God brings into 
our awareness. Therefore, my prayer for you is that 
the peace of God will be with you and your family.  

God’s vision for Chilson Hills Church is: “connecting together in Christ to serve all 
God’s people and renewing ourselves through Jesus’ teaching of love, healing, and forgive-
ness.” This vision is core for all that we do. We believe that God’s vision is vital for our 
ministry to each other and to the world. We regularly evaluate every part of our church to 
make sure that we are aligned with God’s vision for us.  

Each church is a unique gathering of God’s people and Chilson is no exception. One 
new member told me that she took an entire year to figure out what Chilson Hills was all 
about. I humbly asked her what she had decided. Her response was surprising, but I believe 
accurate. She said that Chilson reminded her of a research/teaching hospital. We are focused 
on God’s unconditional love, God’s healing, and God’s forgiveness! We are constantly 
searching for new ways to teach and to experience these vital aspects of God’s presence in 
our world. People do find spiritual healing here. And, people do find a challenge to grow 
spiritually beyond their comfort zones.  

I invite you to experience Chilson Hills. We have Life Groups that meet regularly in 
homes—visit one! We are focused on growing first-class children/youth programs that will  
enable young people to know and love Jesus in a real and personal way. We have over  
45 Ministry and Mission Teams who are actually doing the work of Jesus. Seek out one of  
these teams to experience fulfillment in mission or ministry!  

Chilson Hills seeks to actually live up to the phrase, “Every Member is a Minister!”  
Become involved and allow the Spirit of God to bless you! 

 
Grace and Peace,  

Rev. Dr. David W. Swink 
 



5 

For many of us, discovering Chilson Hills was like finding a pair of favorite 
comfy shoes. Wear old jeans or Sunday Best. Sing an old hymn or hear something 
new. Trust tradition or question everything. Clap and stand tall or sit silently in 
your seat! Come as you are! We simply want to learn from Christ and we are 
happy to have you worshipping with us today. 

 
Visit the Information Table 

Whenever a question arises, an event is on its way, or you would like to sign 
up for ongoing opportunities, visit the information bar in the main lobby. 

 
Join Us in Communion 

Communion at Chilson Hills is “open,” which means that you do not have to 
be a member of this Church or any church to share in the Lord’s Supper. Com-
munion for the entire congregation is served on the first Sunday of each month.   

 

Know Our Children’s Programs 
Parents interested in morning class will find child care available for children 

through age two in the nursery. Children’s sermons are often provided during the 
10:30 service. After that sermon, children age 3 through 5th grade may attend 
morning Sunday School downstairs. Be sure to sign-in your child prior to the 
10:30 service as a pre-designated adult must sign children out of all areas. 

 
Fully Experience Sunday Worship 

To deeply explore life’s questions or for moments of feeling alone, Sunday 
morning CDs are available at the hospitality desk (or order DVDs). For hearing 
loss, ask sound room folks about wearing specialized headsets. 

 
Visit Our Website  

Chilson Hills Church maintains a website at www.chilsonhills.org. Go to this 
site to view information that appears in The Sunday Morning Herald, as well as 
each week’s sermon.  
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continued next page... 
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Receive Daily Devotions & Weekly Sermon  
Daily devotions and the sermon are available in the main lobby, thru 

email, and at www.chilsonhills.org. There is an opportunity to receive daily 
devotions via email. Contact the Church Office with your email address. We 
would also be happy to send devotions to a family member or friend. The 
week’s sermon is also sent as an attachment to each Monday’s devotion. “I 
have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”—Psalm 
119:11 

 
Hear “Chilson Prayer Requests” (CPR) 

Chilson Hills Church has a very strong prayer ministry that is a vital part 
of our family. Besides listing all prayer requests in The Sunday Morning Her-
ald, urgent requests can be sent via a computer phone system and email. A 
CPR call can be sent out at any time. Upon receipt of the call, all that is re-
quired is prayer. Call the Church Office to add your name to the CPR 
list.“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and re-
quests.”—Ephesians 6:18a 

 
Be Anointed with Oil During Worship 

The Biblical custom of Anointing with Oil symbolizes healing or decid-
ing to do specific work the Lord has offered you. If your heart, mind, or body 
is troubled, hurting, confused, or tired; or if you believe Jesus has something 
for you to do in life and is trying to get your attention, consider an anointing 
and prayer with one of the Deacons. Personal prayer is strictly confidential 
and this is an opportunity to share situations or ideas with the Lord. 

 
Worship in Music 

Folks have been making music for God in Christ for years. Originally 
they used pipes, harps, “viols,” and voices. Today, at Chilson, we use key-
boards, bells, drums, guitar strings, and VOICES! We make a joyful noise 
and we believe music tells a story. All you need if playing bells is a good 
grip, if working with the choir, having fun singing along with the ability to 
hold a copy of music. All God ever wanted was You. Come join us. 

 
Visit a Life Group 

Life Groups are smaller groups within the church family who meet regu-
larly, in homes, at church, and elsewhere, to closely share life’s journey. To-
gether, members face serious life situations, ask tough spiritual questions, and 

“And this is my 
prayer: that 
your love may 
abound more 
and more in 
knowledge and 
depth of in-
sight, so that 
you may be 
able to discern 
what is best 
and may be 
pure and 
blameless until 
the day of 
Christ.”—
Philippians 1:9-
11 
 
 
 

 
“Under his 
direction the 
whole body is 
fitted together 
perfectly, and 
each part in its 
own special 
way helps the 
other parts, so 
that the whole 
body is healthy 
and growing 
and full of 
love.”—
Ephesians 4:16 
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deliver assistance in times of need. Each group below 
has a different personality. Pick the one you like best! 
We welcome you, any time of year, to consider all 
groups and pick what suits your needs and interests 
best. 

 
Join a Ministry Team 

Chilson Hills has many ministry and mission 
teams. Ministry Teams offer ministry to the church. 
Mission Teams reach out to the greater world. There are many interests to 
choose from. Consider the list in this book. Join in and experience the many 
rewards that participation offers. 

 
Know Our Partner Church in Detroit 

Chilson Hills Church is very proud of a strong, ongoing relationship with 
our partner church, Bethany Baptist Church of Detroit. We have regularly 
scheduled events with them each year, including a summer picnic and Christ-
mas concert. “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.  All people will know that you are my dis-
ciples if you love one another.”—John 13:34-35 
 
Review Our 5th Sunday Philosophy 

Throughout the year, occasionally a 5th Sunday of the month appears. On 
these occasions, Chilson Hills Church explores different ways of worship. 
We seek new ways to experience God in real life. We are open to success and 
open to failure! Join us as we open the door to personal and spiritual growth, 
and challenge our perceptions of what it means to participate in the world 
with Christ! 
 

Grow Your Faith through Servant Leadership 
Servant Leadership Institute classes are offered during Sunday morning 

class hour at 9:30 a.m. These courses require the student to regularly attend 
the class and do some home study and writing. Some of these courses can be 
applied to the completion of the Diaconate program. Institute classes are on a 
rotating basis, usually lasting about six weeks.   
 

 

Glorify 
God! 
Build 
relationships, 
enjoy a job 
worth doing, 
and glorify 
God.“Are you 
called to help 
others? Do it 
with all the 
strength and 
energy that 
God supplies, 
so that God 
will be glorified 
through Jesus 
Christ—to him 
be glory and 
power forever 
and ever.”—I 
Peter 4:11  

  



8 

��
��
������
�
��
���
 
Mission 
To provide a loving, spiritual and safe environment in which children (from birth to 5th grade) 
find friendship, joy, guidance, knowledge, and blessing as they bond together and grow in their 
discipleship to Jesus. 
 
Welcome Parents 

Parents interested in Sunday morning class at 9:30 a.m. will find child care available for 
“newborns thru age two” in the nursery. Children age 3-12 will find learning activities and 6-
week classes downstairs. Children’s sermons are often provided during the 10:30 service. After 
that sermon, children age 3 to 5th grade may attend morning Sunday School downstairs. Be sure 
to sign-in your child—as a pre-designated adult must sign children out of all areas. 

 
6-Week Classes at 9:30 a.m. 

During the Adult Sunday School hour 9:30-10:20 a.m., there are 6-week classes to teach 
skills like singing, playing bells, cooking, sign language, archery, and Bible drills. At 10:25 a.m. 
teachers take the class to the Worship Service for the Children’s Sermon. 

 
Nursery Kids! (Age birth to two) 
Meet in the nursery, just north of the main lobby. 
 
Preschool/Kindergartener Kids!  (Ages 3-5) 
Meet in the lower level. 
Each week preschoolers meet in the preschool room of the lower level during the 10:30 Wor-
ship Celebration Services.  During this time, they hear a Bible story and interact with it 
through various activities, such as drama, art, and music. Preschoolers also have a choice of 
play activities such as games, blocks and art supplies. 
 
Elementary Kids!  (1st thru 5th Grade) 
Meet in the lower level. 
During the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service, children are dismissed to Sunday School. 
They do not return to the service, except on the first Sunday of each month when they rejoin 
their families for communion. We are using Live BIG curriculum. The children are digging 
into their Bibles, looking up verses and learning how to find the different books of the Bible. 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
VBS is offered each Summer. Some of our past themes have been The Incredible Race, Game 
Day Central, and Outriggers Island.  It begins with a light supper at 5:30 p.m. and opening wor-
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ship at 6:00 p.m. Students will be in grade level 
classes for a Bible lesson, and move through 
crafts, recreation, music and snack stations before 
returning to closing worship in the sanctuary. Each 
evening concludes at 8:30 p.m. Children will con-
tribute an offering for a mission project to groups 
like Gleaners Food Bank. VBS concludes on Fri-
day night with a carnival. 

 
Goals 

1. Value the blessing and gift of each child 
as a child. 

2. Build a strong spiritual foundation through 
age-appropriate curriculum. 

3. Pray as a team for every child. 
4. Provide a support system for children’s leaders. 
5. Recruit/educate both male and female Christian role models as leaders. 
6. Encourage children/families to learn and live the Scriptures in daily life. 
7. Provide a family resource library of Christian materials. 
8. Provide opportunities for local and world missions for the church. 
9. Encourage a safe environment for our children. 

 
Mission Outreach 

1. Support a Compassion International Child (her name is Hesti)  
with $32/month for school clothes & supplies. 

2. Promote contributions for the Gleaners Food Bank (VBS). 
3. “Adopt Grandparents” program in our congregation. 
4. Invite others to our VBS. 

 
Leaders 
All church members are encouraged to participate in children’s ministry as God 
leads them. Many parents of our children are actively involved. Leaders are con-
tracted on a yearly basis and given support and encouragement. All leaders sign a 
document for insurance purposes. The Children’s Ministry Team welcomes new 
members and ideas. 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Debbie Lovin (734) 878-3805. 
Nursery:     Sue Wilson (810) 599-7886 
     Lisa Gabrielle (810) 632-1991 
Curriculum Coordinator:   Jamie Swink (810) 227-1327 
Extracurricular Coordinator:  Mike Kontz (734) 878-0154 
VBS Coordinator:    Wendy Lipke (517) 552-0616 
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“Friends who share Christ’s love” (grades 6-12) 
www.chilsonhillsyouth.com 

 

Vision Statement 
To Walk Everyday in the Love, Knowledge and Joy of Jesus Christ. 
 

Mission Objectives 
1. Challenge each other to take ownership of their faith— 

“Walk the Talk”. 
2. Strengthen faith through the power of prayer. 
3. Accept people where they are in their life and faith. 
4. Create a safe and nurturing environment. 
5. Encourage growth in leadership skills. 
6. Teach and learn the Holy Scriptures. 
7. Lead each other to a personal relationship with Christ. 
8. Reach out to others who are not connected to the Body of 

Christ. 
9. Stress the value of speaking the truth in love. 
10. Have some fun and laugh! 
 
· We believe that Youth are awesome and that they can accomplish great things!!  
· We believe that Teens can be the “Leaders of Today” for Christ! 
· We believe everyone can belong to our youth group as a wanted/valued person!  
· We want you! 
 

What is Youth Group about? 
Chilson Hills Youth Want You to Join Us!  

Whether it’s Sunday school, youth group, mission trips or Winter Weekend at Camp, we 
want you to have fun while doing God’s work, studying His word, or serving His people! 
Most of all we want you to feel accepted in a group of friends and in the love of Jesus 
Christ!   

Join us in “Real Life Topic” discussions, Mission Trips, Social Events, Learning about 
God and each other…  praying and caring for each other as brothers and sisters in Christ ! 

Meet every Wednesday from 6:30-8:30 p.m. to seek out Truth, Energy and Knowledge. 
Sharpen your swords, put on your armor and grab your shields for the most important jour-
ney of your life! 
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· Friends who accept you as you are… god’s child! 
· Social activities to have some fun! 
· Real life talk between teens 
· Mission trips to serve God and help others! 
· Salvation Army food bank, bell ringing 
· Learning more about the faith 
· Praising God! 
· Sharing our faith, showing our faith 
· Living our faith! 
 

What’s Happening? 
 

Weekly Events 
Sunday morning: 9:30 a.m. Chilson Hills Amateur Theatre  
Wednesday Night: 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
1st Sunday of the Month—youth outing 
 

 Annual Events 
Camp Lael 
Senior High Convention 
Annual Church Meeting Soup & Salad Dinner Fundraiser 
Christmas Party 
30-Hour Famine 
Youth Leader Corps 
Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta Fundraiser 
Mission Trips 
Winter Weekend 
Local Service projects 
Worship Leadership 
 
… and more cool stuff! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anyone who loves working with teens and pre-teens is welcome to be a part of 

the Youth Ministry Team. If you are interested, call the Church Office. 

“Command 
and teach 
these things. 
Don’t let any-
one look 
down on you 
because you 
are young, 
but set an 
example for 
the believers 
in speech, in 
life, in love,  
in faith and in 
purity. 
—Timothy 
4:11-12 
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What is Life Group? 

 
Life Groups are smaller groups within the church family who meet regularly, 

in homes, at church, and elsewhere, to closely share life’s journey. Together,  
members face serious life situations, ask tough spiritual questions, and deliver  
assistance in times of need.  

Each group below has a different flavor. You’ll find some groups “focus” on a 
certain season of life (for instance parenting stages, singles, seniors); others are 
focused on a spirit of volunteerism; all are focused on spiritual growth. Consider 
all groups, any time of year, and pick what suits your needs and interests best. To 
pick your favorite flavor, call the numbers at right or contact the church office.  

Chilson has many Life Groups. A Life Group typically includes up to 12  
people who: (1) form a community to experience the love of God; (2)grow in a 
love relationship with Jesus Christ and each other; (3) serve Christ and the Church 
through the group; (4) carry that love in mission to the world; (5) hold regular 
meetings; (6) are independent but interdependent upon one another; (7) become an 
integral part of congregation Celebration Worship; (8) minister to members under 
the direction of its leader. 

 

Why Have Life Group? 
 
1. Introduction—to encounter Jesus in a real-life way. 
2. Exploration—to discover our spiritual gifts and have a place to use them. 
3. Construction—to build up one another as we experience life together. 
4. Exhilaration—to become the person God wants us to be through music, 

prayer, study, fellowship, and mission. 
5. Invitation—to offer this same opportunity to all.  
 

What Can I Expect? 
 
1. A loving, accepting environment for you and those you bring.  
2. Confidentiality in sharing. 
3. Interaction with friends. 
4. Encouragement. 
5. A partner to pray for and with during the week. 
6. Monthly, casual gatherings just for having fun. 
7. Quarterly Life Group sponsored “All  Church” activities.  
8. Enjoying God! 
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What is the Deaconate? 
The Deaconate is a group of congregational-elected persons who have met the re-

quirements that are stipulated by Scripture and the Congregation as listed below.  They 
are servants of the Congregation in the loving spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord and are 
accountable to the Congregation. 
 
“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man’s gift is prophesy-
ing, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let 
him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let 
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him 
do it cheerfully.” —Romans 12:5-8 (NIV) 
 

Requirements 
1. Being a person who receives Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
2. Being a person whose life is a positive testimony to Christ, manifesting the 

Spirit’s presence in word and deed. 
3. Being an active member in good standing of Chilson Hills Church. 
4. Being a person committed to a life of learning. 
5. Being a person willing to commit to the active service of Jesus Christ. 
6. Being a person who is respected in home, Church and community. 
 
After the completion of a prescribed course of study and with the recommendation 

of the Pastor, the candidate shall submit a written paper or be prepared to verbally pre-
sent to the congregation their ministry.  Each candidate is then interviewed by the Ex-
ecutive Team.  Upon their recommendation, the candidate is presented to the Congre-
gation for a final interview and vote.  Upon election by three-fourths (3/4) of all votes 
cast, the person is commissioned as Deacon of the Chilson Hills Church. 

The duties of the Deaconate are identified in the individual process of the candi-
dacy.  The duties are identified as ministry areas where the goal is the glorification of 
God and the building of the Body of Christ. Each Deacon’s area of ministry may be 
different. 
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Leader & Support – Tom Berry 
 
At Chilson Hills Church every member is a minister. We believe that God has given each of 
us a gift. As we identify that gift, an opportunity to serve on a Ministry Team becomes ap-
parent.  We are willing to help you identify your area of ministry. Contact the Church Of-
fice for more info. Some of the opportunities and offerings are: 

TEAMS                                         LEADERS 
Blanket Mission Team   Brian Kunde 
CHAT (Chilson Hills Amateur Theatre) Angie Miller 
Children’s Ministry Team   Debbie Lovin 
     Vacation Bible School   Wendy Lipke 
Christmas Gift Tree Mission Team  Qualls Life Group 
Church History Ministry Team  Pat Shoner 
Computer Support Ministry Team  Bob Raymond 
Deaconate Ministry Team   Nancy Runyon 
Deck the Halls Ministry Team  Mike Click 
Executive Ministry Team   Tom Berry 
Feed the Need Ministry Team  Marilyn Irwin   
Finance Ministry Team   David Otlewski 
Foster Grandparents   Jamie Swink 
Funeral Meals Ministry Team  Suzy Miley 
Gleaner’s Food Bank Mission Team  John Wilson 
Guest & Public Relations Ministry Team Bruce Streight 
Handyman Mission Team   David Shirk 
Hospitality Ministry Team   Nikki Qualls, Jan Funke 
I-Team (Institute Team, adult education) David Swink 
Library Ministry Team   John Wilson 
Life Group Coaches Ministry Team  TBA 
Love INC Mission Team   Debbie Lovin, Paul Leonard 
Marriage Mentoring Ministry Team  Jesse Ping 
Monday Young Leadership Ministry Team David Swink, Pete Rosenkrands 
Multi-Media Ministry Team   Steve Funke, Steve Goddard 
Music Ministry Team   Robin Gilshire 
     All For One    Cheryl Wilson 
     Bell Choir    Lisa Lovely 
     Choir     Robin Gilshire 
     Children’s Choir   Amber Wist 
Personnel Ministry Team   Debbie Lovin 
Property Management Ministry Team Wally Qualls 
Project Healthy Living Mission Team David Shirk 
REACH Homeless Shelter Mission Team Paul Leonard, Debbie Lovin 
Red Cross Mission Team   Rose Burton, Jennifer Balyeat 
SCRIP Ministry Team   Roberta Zella 
Usher Ministry Team   Sammy Lovin, John Pittman 
Worship Design Team   David Swink 
Youth Ministry Team   Christy Holder 
Zachariah’s Way Mission Team  Sally Marshall 
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Having been led by the Spirit of God to profess our faith in Jesus Christ, and 

having been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, we do now solemnly and joyfully affirm our covenant with God and 
with each other. 

 
We pledge to serve Christ in the fellowship of this Congregation.  We shall 

endeavor to love one another in prayer, to share in each other’s joys, and 
to sustain each other in times of distress. We aspire to be a fellowship of 
the concerned, where the lost may find Jesus Christ, sinners may find par-
don, seekers may find meaning for their lives, and where all who come 
may find welcome. We shall strive to be responsible Church members 
through faithful attendance, study and giving. 

 
We shall be obedient to Christ in our daily living, using the Holy Scriptures as 

our guide. Within our homes, in our labor and while at leisure, we shall 
strive for attitudes and actions which will reflect God’s Spirit working 
through us. We further resolve to accept our responsibilities as Christian 
citizens.  Believing that our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, we shall 
endeavor to avoid experiences and habits which defile the body and hinder 
our witness. 

 
Believing that our call to membership in the Church is a call to witness in the 

world, we dedicate ourselves anew as servants of the Lord of all life. As we 
pledge our support to the work of our missionaries throughout the world, 
we commit ourselves to the mission to which God calls us. 

 
Acknowledging our human frailties and ever seeking forgiveness and uplift-

ing, we profess our need of the Holy Spirit, and commit our lives to Jesus 
Christ and through Him to the care, the judgment, the deliverance, and the 
mercy of Almighty God. Amen. 
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The Vision 

The Vision for Chilson Hills Church is to be a welcoming community worship-
ping God, seeking others, and growing as followers of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Living the Vision Includes ... 
1. Celebration Worship – gathering prayerfully, committing to a quality relationship 

with God. 

2. Life Group Living – participating within a small group which offers Christian nurtur-
ing, opportunities for missions, open sharing, personal learning, and growth in God’s 
mercy, justice and love. 

3. Being an Active Servant – listening and accepting God’s hand upon our lives; iden-
tifying our spiritual gifts; understanding our personality type, and having a willingness 
to be actively involved in the seeking, teaching, and forgiving ministry of Christ. 

 
Our Motivating Values Are ... 
1. To Live Meaningfully involves the creative care of God’s beautiful planet and people 

and sharing of the gifts and resources given by God. 

2. To Learn Continually involves the willingness of the individual and the community 
to become lifelong learners as Christ teaches us to grow intellectually, physically, emo-
tionally, and spiritually. 

3. To Love Unconditionally is to accept God’s “no strings attached” love for us and be 
willing to love others in the same way. 

4. To Leave a Legacy of Hope as our gift to the future, we live for God, for each other, 
and for the children of the world. 

 
This community is composed of many kinds of people who are gifted in many 

different ways.  Their worship is alive, fresh and vitally related to life because it is 
rooted and grounded in prayer and in the real needs of people. We will allow the 
Holy Spirit to lead us in our forms of worship. The community is also committed to 
following Jesus Christ daily. Growth occurs when people are willing to be open and 
vulnerable with each other and the Holy Spirit. 
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The 1.5 million members and 5,800 congregations of American Baptist Churches 
USA share with more than 43 million Baptists around the world a common tradition 
begun in the early 17th century. That tradition has emphasized the Lordship and aton-
ing sacrifice of Jesus Christ, believers’ baptism, the competency of all believers to be 
in direct relationship with God and to interpret Scripture, the importance of the local 
church, the assurance of freedom of worship and opinion, and the need to be Christ’s 
witnesses within society. The American Baptist Churches USA is headquartered in 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. 

 
The following facts are representative of the tradition and practice of American  
Baptists.  

 
1. American Baptists believe that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior, and that the Bible is the 

divinely inspired word of God that serves as the final written authority for living out the 
Christian faith. 

2. For American Baptist the local church is the fundamental unit of mission in 
denominational life. 

3. American Baptists partake of two ordinances: believers’ baptism and The Lord’s Supper. 

4. American Baptists believe that the committed individual Christian can and should ap-
proach God directly, and that individual gifts of ministry should be shared. 

5. American Baptists take seriously the call to evangelism and missionary work. 

6. American Baptists support religious freedom and respect the expressions of faith of oth-
ers. 

7. American Baptists acknowledge that God’s family extends beyond our local churches, 
and that God calls us to cooperative ministries. 

8. American Baptists have been called to be Christ’s witnesses for justice and wholeness 
within a broken society. 

9. American Baptist Churches USA celebrates the racial, cultural, and theological diversity 
witnessed within its membership. 

10. American Baptists heed the biblical call to renewal and the need for a vital witness in a 
new millennium. 

For more information, visit www.abc-usa.org or call 1-800-ABC-3USA. 
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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY CONTACT LINE: Diana Berry (810) 599-8871  

Pastor 
Rev. Dr. David W. Swink  

Associate Pastor, Music,  
Worship & Pastoral Care  
Rev. Robin Gilshire   

Associate Pastor for Family Life  
Jesse Ping  

Assistant Pastor for Pastoral Care 
Rev. Terry Jobe  

Pastoral Care  
Alia Schubbe  

Accompanists  
Judy Barron, Lorna Leonard 

To provide continuous pastoral care for 
our Chilson Hills family, several individuals 
assist with emergency and pastoral care. Our 
approach to this important area of church min-
istry permits our Pastor to prioritize among 
many emergencies/crises, church administra-
tion projects, and times of rest.  

Different circumstances will have different 
responses from the Pastoral Care Ministry 
Team. Rest assured that on those occasions 
when someone other than the Pastor arrives, it 
is not because the Pastor doesn’t care or is not 
your friend. The size of our congregation sim-
ply demands that several individuals assist, 
particularly on evenings and weekends.  

Two Associate Pastors for Pastoral Care 

(Rev. Robin Gilshire and Jesse Ping) and the 
deaconate make up the Pastoral Care Minis-
try Team. Each of these people are compe-
tent and trained, and possess an understand-
ing of the importance of confidentiality, of-
fering high-quality care. 

To receive emergency pastoral care dur-
ing evenings and on Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays, call Diana Berry. If Diana is not 
available, leave a detailed message. The Pas-
tor will, of course, be informed on Monday of 
all emergencies that have occurred. If this is 
a life and death situation and the family 
wants the Pastor involved in the decision-
making process, Diana, or one of the Team, 
will contact the Pastor.  

Bell Choir Director  
Lisa Lovely  

Assistant Music Director  
Amber Wist 

Gatekeeper  
Steve Funke 

Custodian  
Jim Peoples 

OFFICE STAFF 
Mornings 
Building Administrator & Pastoral Support 
Karen Reames, kreames@chilsonhills.org  

Afternoons (except Friday) 
Communications Specialist & Pastoral Support 
Kathryn Poppy, kpoppy@chilsonhills.org 

���
���������
Every member is a minister! 
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Annual Events 
 

 
See the church calendar, published monthly and available online. 

 
 

Chili Cook Off 
Salvation Army REACH Program 

Canoe Trip 
Mission Fund Raisers 

Marriage Retreat 
Renewal of Marriage Vows 

Ongoing Educational Opportunities 
Life Groups 

Christmas Party 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Schedule: Gentle Spirit Worship 8:30  �   Classes 9:30  �   Main Celebration Service 10:30 

4440 Brighton Road, Howell, MI 48843  �   PO Box 431, Brighton, MI 48116  
ph (810) 227-9596  �   fax (810) 227-9614 

www.chilsonhills.org 


